Resources - NGOs

1. BAOBAB

BAOBAB For Women's Human Rights is a not for profit, non-governmental women's human rights organization, which focuses on women's legal rights issues under the three (3) systems of law - customary, statutory and religious laws in Nigeria. The organization evolved from an ad- hoc group of activists, social scientists, lawyers, and specialists in Muslim laws and Arabic who were responsible for executing the Women and Laws Nigeria project. In 1996, BAOBAB as presently constituted formally came into being.

BAOBAB's stated mission is "to promote women's human rights principally via improving knowledge, exercise and development of rights under religious laws, customary laws and statutory laws." We believe our activities during the past few years illustrate our commitment to this mission.

The organization works with women, legal and paralegal professionals, human rights NGOs and members of the general public. 

BAOBAB for Women's Human Rights
232A Muri Okunola Street
Victoria Island, Lagos
P. O. Box 73630, Victoria Island, Lagos
Tel: 234-1-2626267, 3400484,
Tel/Fax: 234-1-2626267
http://www.baobabwomen.org
2. WLUML

The Network’s name 'Women Living Under Muslim Laws' (WLUML) is an acknowledgement of the complexity and diversity of women’s realities in Muslim countries and communities. Our choice of name also recognises that women affected by Muslim laws may not be Muslim, as they may have chosen another marker of political or personal identity. 

The Network 'Women Living Under Muslim Laws' was created to break women’s isolation and to provide linkages and support to all women whose lives may be affected by Muslim laws.
The use of 'Muslim Laws' in our name reflects two equally important issues. First, laws formally considered Muslim vary, sometimes radically, from one cultural context to another.

Second, a plurality of legal codes co-exist in each cultural, social and political context. At the very least, each society has a formal, codified legal system and a parallel system in which customary laws and practices combine. Further sub-divisions can also occur - for example, some countries may have two formal codes, religious and civil. Similarly, customary laws are diverse.

The Network recognises that these parallel systems are of vital importance to women - because the maximum combined impact is felt in family and personal matters. These affect women disproportionately and usually in a manner that undermines their rights and autonomy.

http://www.wluml.org
3. SIGI

The Sisterhood Is Global Institute, an international NGO with Consultative Status to the United Nations, was founded in 1984. The Institute spun off from the book Sisterhood Is Global: The International Women's Movement Anthology, compiled and edited by Robin Morgan. The Institute as the first international feminist think-tank and as an organization pledged to visionary yet pragmatic action in support of women's rights, freedoms, and power. 
Among its other activities, the Institute pioneered the first Urgent Acton Alerts regarding women’s rights; the first global campaign to make visible women’s unpaid labor in the census; and the first human rights manuals (in 12 languages including Bahasa Malaysia) specifically for women in Muslim societies.

http://www.sigi.org
4. APWLD
APWLD developed from dialogues during 1985-1988 among Asia Pacific women lawyers, social scientists and activists, beginning at the 1985 Third World Women Forum on Women, Law and Development held in Nairobi, Kenya.

The Secretariat relocated from Kuala Lumpur to Chiangmai, Thailand in October 1997.
Objectives;
a. To enable women in the region to use law as an instrument of change for the empowerment of women in their struggle for justice, peace, equality and development. 

b. To promote basic concepts of human rights in the region as enshrined in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child, the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discriminations Against Women (CEDAW) and other relevant international human rights instruments.

Asia Pacific Forum on Women, Law and Development (APWLD)
Santitham YMCA Building 3rd floor, Room 305-308
11 Sermsuk Road, Soi Mengrairasmi, Chiangmai 50300 
THAILAND
Direct tel :(66 53) 404 613-4 Fax (66 53) 404 615
http://www.apwld.org
5. ICIP

The International Centre for Islam and Pluralism (ICIP) was established in Jakarta in July 2003, after one year of preparation and dialogue. Participants in the dialogue process included intellectuals and specialists on Islam and pluralism, from Indonesia, Malaysia, Bangladesh, Thailand and the Philippines. The principal goal of ICIP is to build a network of Islamic Non-Governmental Organizations (NGOs) and progressive-moderate Muslim activists and intellectuals, in South-East Asia, and eventually around the globe. ICIP’s soft launch took place on 11-11-2003 in Jakarta, Indonesia.

Vision
The making of a harmonious relationship among various cultural and religious groups, transgressing all civilisations, based on principles of pluralism and multiculturalism.
Mission
ICIP’s main mission is to disseminate the ideas of Indonesia’s moderate and progressive Muslims to audiences in both Indonesia and around the world. It will also disseminate the ideas of international moderate and progressive Muslim thinkers to the Indonesian people. 
Jalan Hang Lekiu I/9, Kebayoran Baru, 
Jakarta Selatan, Indonesia
Phone: +62-21-7223034
Fax: +62-21-7223034

http://www.icipglobal.org
6. CSID

The Center for the Study of Islam & Democracy (CSID) is a non-profit organization, based in Washington DC, dedicated to studying Islamic and democratic political thought and merging them into a modern Islamic democratic discourse. 

The organization was founded in March 1999 by a diverse group of academicians, professionals, and activists--both Muslim and non-Muslim--from around the USA who agree on the need for the study of and dissemination of reliable information on this complex topic.

There is no narrow ideological or sectarian litmus test for involvement in CSID--the organization has no agenda other than the production and dissemination of rigorous research into Islam and democracy--but its members are united in the conviction that this subject has been widely misunderstood both in the West and the Muslim world, and that this fact has caused much fitnah (discord) among Muslims and continues to hamper attempts at cross-cultural dialogue today.

Center for the Study of Islam & Democracy
2121 K Street, NW, Suite 700
Washington, DC 20037
Phone: (202) 942-2183
Fax: (202) 628-8189

http://www.islam-democracy.org
7. CSW

The Commission on the Status of Women (CSW) was established as a functional commission of the Economic and Social Council by Council resolution 11(II) of 21 June 1946 to prepare recommendations and reports to the Council on promoting women's rights in political, economic, civil, social and educational fields. The Commission also makes recommendations to the Council on urgent problems requiring immediate attention in the field of women's rights. The object of the Commission is to promote implementation of the principle that men and women shall have equal rights. The Commission's mandate was expanded in 1987 by the Council in its resolution 1987/22. Following the 1995 Fourth World Conference on Women, the General Assembly mandated the Commission to integrate into its programme a follow-up process to the Conference, regularly reviewing the critical areas of concern in the Platform for Action and to develop its catalytic role in mainstreaming a gender perspective in United Nations activities.

http://www.un.org/womenwatch/daw/csw/
8. Catholics for a Free Choice

Catholics for a Free Choice began with three New York women -- Joan Harriman, Patricia Fogarty McQuillan, and Meta Mulcahy, who had been colleagues in the National Organization for Women -- chartered CFFC in 1973.

At the time, little if any active dissent movement existed in the church. The impression was widespread that Catholics followed the bishops unquestioningly. Catholics were still generally perceived as working class, from large families, and as not practicing contraception. This impression was strengthened when the bishops suddenly emerged as the principal opposition to legal abortion in the wake of Roe. 

These three women--CFFC's founders--recognized the importance of organized opposition to the hierarchy's campaign. They were motivated by the simple conviction that the bishops did not represent the Catholic people on reproductive rights issues, including abortion. They knew that Catholic women had abortions and that Catholic women and men supported legal access to abortion. Their task was to get that message out to the public.

Catholics for a Free Choice
1436 U Street NW, Suite 301
Washington, DC 20009-3997 USA

http://www.cath4choice.org/

9. Equality Now

Equality Now was founded in 1992 to work for the protection and promotion of the human rights of women around the world. Working with national human rights organizations and individual activists, Equality Now documents violence and discrimination against women and adds an international action overlay to support their efforts to advance equality rights and defend individual women who are suffering abuse. Through its Women’s Action Network, Equality Now distributes information about these human rights violations to concerned groups and individuals around the world, along with recommended actions for publicizing and protesting them. The Women’s Action Network is committed to voicing a worldwide call for justice and equality for women. Issues of urgent concern to Equality Now include rape, domestic violence, reproductive rights, trafficking of women, female genital mutilation, and equal access to economic opportunity and political participation

Equality Now P.O. Box 20646, Columbus Circle Station, New York NY 10023, USA
Equality Now Africa Regional Office, P.O. Box 2018, KHN, Nairobi, KENYA

http://www.equalitynow.org
10. WLP

Women's Learning Partnership for Rights, Development, and Peace (WLP) is an international, non-governmental organization (NGO) that empowers women and girls in the Global South to re-imagine and re-structure their roles in their families, communities, and societies. WLP achieves this goal through providing leadership training, supporting capacity building, and helping women generate and receive information and knowledge.

WLP conducts all of its work in collaboration with partner organizations located in Africa, Asia, and the Middle East, and with members of an international network of experts.

Women's Learning Partnership (WLP)
4343 Montgomery Avenue, Suite 201
Bethesda, MD 20814, USA

Tel: (1) 301-654-2774
Fax: (1) 301-654-2775

http://www.learningpartnership.org/

