Dr Ziba Mir-Hosseini
Dr Ziba Mir-Hosseini is an Iranian Anthropologist who lives in London. She works as a freelance researcher and consultant on gender and development issues and has done extensive fieldwork in rural and urban Iran as well as urban Morocco . Since the 1979 Revolution in Iran, she has done research in Teheran family courts and has followed developments in family law debates about gender issues in the Islamic Republic. Her first book, Marriage on Trial: A Study of Family Law in Iran and Morocco (l.B.Tauris,1993) inspired Kim Longinotto to collaborate with her on a film. She is also the author of Feminism and the Islamic Republic: Dialogues with the Ulema (Princeton,1999) and Islam and Gender, the Religious Debate in Contemporary Islam.Dr Hosseini is currently teaching in the Hauser Global School Law Program at New York University .

Prof. Kecia Ali 
Kecia Ali is a Mellon post-doctoral fellow in Islamic Studies and Women's Studies at Brandeis University, United States. Her research works focus on Islamic jurisprudence. From 2001 to 2003, she worked with the Feminist Sexual Ethics Project, writing about women and gender in Islamic texts and Muslim communities. She received her Ph.D in Religion (Islamic Studies) from Duke University and has contributed articles to the anthologies Progressive Muslims: On Justice, Gender, and Pluralism and Taking Back Islam: American Muslims Reclaim Their Faith.  She is completing a book on marriage and divorce in ninth-century law and working on a collection of essays about sexual ethics in Islamic scripture, tradition and law. 

  

Dr. Khaled Abou El Fadl 
Scholar of the House
4570 Van Nuys Blvd., Suite 520
Sherman Oaks, CA 91403-2913

Email: info@scholarofthehouse.org

Dr. Khaled Abou El Fadl is an accomplished Islamic jurist and scholar.  He is Professor of Law at the UCLA School of Law where he teaches Islamic law, Immigration, Human Rights, International and National Security Law. Dr. Abou El Fadl previously taught Islamic law at the University of Texas at Austin Law School, Yale Law School and Princeton University. He holds degrees from Yale University (B.A.), University of Pennsylvania Law School (J.D.) and Princeton University (M.A./Ph.D.).  He also received formal training in Islamic jurisprudence in Egypt and Kuwait.

Dr. Nasaruddin Umar
Jl. Ibnu Khaldun 11/10, Komp. UIN Jakarta Ciputat, Tangerang 15419
Prof. Nasaruddin is a Vice-Rector and Professor at the Faculty of Usuluddin (Theology), State Institute for Islamic Studies (IAIN), Jakarta. He is a well-known Islamic scholar who is actively involved in promoting the growth of a more progressive Islam in Indonesia. He is also a great supporter of women's rights in Islam and has written a book on Gender Equality from the Perspective of al-Quran as well as numerous articles and seminars papers on issues such as Gender Bias in Religious Interpretation, Approaching God with Feminist Perspective, Gender Equity on Inheritance and Testimony, and Criticising the Established Classical Islamic Law on Women.
Fatima Mernissi
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Fatima Mernissi was born in 1940 in Fez, Morocco. She grew up in a harem along with her mother, grandmothers and other sisters. It was a harem guarded strictly by a janitor so that the women could not escape from it. The harem was well-maintained and served by a maid servant. Fatima was lucky that despite of her life in a harem, she got the opportunity to acquire a higher education. Since she was a little girl, Mernissi was involved in the national upheaval of thought and raised wild questions for instance on the limits imposed between boys and girls.  

Currently, Mernissi has obtained her master in politics from Mohammed V University in Rabat, Morocco, and a PhD from Brandeis University in America in 1973. Her dissertation, Beyond the Veil, become a text book and a key reference in the west about women and Islam. And at the moment, she works as a lecturer of Sociology at Mohammed V Rabat University where she graduated. She is well-known as a Muslim feminist in North Africa and is a prominent activist in the Islamic world.

Dr. Muhammad Khalid Masud
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Dr. Muhammad Khalid Masud PhD. (born April 15, 1939) is the current Chairman of the Council of Islamic Ideology in Pakistan. Masud obtained his Ph.D in Islamic Studies at McGill University, Montreal, Canada. Previously he worked as the Academic Director of the International Institute for the Study of Islam in the Modern World (ISIM) in Leiden (the Netherlands). Until 1999, he was a professor at the Islamic Research Institute in Islamabad (Pakistan).His publications include Shatibi's Philosophy of Law (rev. ed. 1995), Iqbal's Reconstruction of Ijtihad (1995), Islamic Legal Interpretation: The Muftis and their Fatwas (with B. Messick and D. Powers, 1996), and the edited volume Travellers in Faith: Studies of the Tablîghî Jamâ'at as a Transnational Islamic Movement for Faith Renewal (2000). He has been an editor of the journal Islamic Studies.

Dr. Muhammad Khalid Masud holds Masters and Ph.D degrees from McGill University, Montreal, Canada and is a renowned scholar and academician with knowledge of English, Arabic, Persian, French, German and Spanish languages.

Mohammed Arkoun 
Mohammed Arkoun completed his primary studies in Taourirt-Mimoun, his  secondary studies in Oran and pursued higher education at the Faculty of Philology at the University of Algiers and at the Sorbonne in Paris (Agrégé in Arab Language and Literature, Paris 1956). Thereafter he was professor at the Faculty of Philology of Strasbourg University (1956-1959); at Lycée Voltaire, Paris (1959-1961); Assistant-Professor at Sorbonne University (1961-1969); Associate Professor at Lyon II University (1969-1972); Professor at Paris VIII University, Paris III University and at Sorbonne Nouvelle University (1972-1992). He has also been a visiting professor at U.C.L.A., Los Angeles (1969); Louvain-La-Neuve University, Belgium (1977-1979); Pontifical Institute of Arabic Studies in Rome, Princeton University (1985), Temple University, Philadelphia (1988-90) and the University of Amsterdam (1991-1993). He has acted as Fellow at Wissenschaftkolleg in Berlin (1986-87 and 1990) and Fellow at the Institute of Advanced Studies in Princeton,  U.S.A (1992-93) and has lectured all over the world.

 Mohammed Arkoun is currently Emeritus Professor of the History of Islamic Thought, La Sorbonne (Paris III), as well as Senior Research Fellow and member of the Board of Governors of The Institute of Ismaili Studies in London, serves as a jury member for the Aga Khan Award for Architecture and is a member of the National Ethics Committee for Life and Health Sciences. He is Scientific Director of the magazine "ARABICA" (Brill, Leiden)
